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STATEMENT ISSUED THIS MORNING BY GRAHAM MARTIN, ACTING RECTOR 


Last year, Dr. Michael Oliver as Director of the International 
Office of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada 
visited Saudi Arabia to discuss the possibilities for inter-uni- 
versity cooperation. This initiative enjoyed the active er of 
the Canadian government. 


Following Dr. Oliver's report, last May a team of represen- 
tatives from five Canadian universities visited universities in 
Saudi Arabia. Besides Concordia, they were Guelph, McGill, St. 
Mary's and Toronto. The Canadian universities agreed that there 
should be further discussions, and as a result the Rector of King 
Faisal University and members of his Start | came to canada in 
November . 


The King Faisal representatives were received by Concordia, 
Guelph, McGill and Toronto. At Concordia, they showed a particular 
interest in the Centre for Building Studies and the Department of 
Communication Studies, and proposed the development of inter- 
university agreements covering these two departments. 


Such an agreement would deal with a number of matters: en- 
rolment of Saudi students in the Canadian universities; exchange 
of professors; training of Saudi technical staff; and joint 
research projects. 


At the present time this proposal is being considered by the 
academic departments in question so that they can make recommen- 
dations to the university administration. Naturally, no commit- 
ment would be made to King Faisal University without extensive 
and detailed study of all aspects of such an agreement. 


The question of the involvement of personnel of the Jewish 


faith has not been raised with Concordia University by the Saudi 
Arabian authorities. 
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